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EDITORIAL 

“A free press is not only a right, and not only a privilege, but an organic necessity in a 
great society.” In recent years, the role of journalism as an authoritative critique as 

well as a link between leaders and the public has greatly evolved, changing the very 
course of history. Following from this stream of thought, The Fourth Estate's essential 

missions are to seek the truth on behalf of the public and then translating and 
reporting complex ideas, issues or events into understandable terms. 

We believe that The Fourth Estate is an integral part of SBSMUN, an important pillar 
which opens the minds of the delegates in order to understand different perspectives 

by reporting accounts of the proceedings of the conference. Through extensive 
research and hard work, we will use various forms of journalism (interviews, opinion-

editorials and feature articles to name a few) mingled with satirical cartoons and 
photographs to cover this MUN. It’s not enough for journalists to see themselves as 

mere messengers- they must have the courage to venture beyond the surface of what 
is directly stated, exploring covert messages and understanding the myths and biases 

associated. We pledge to support our team in doing this using our previous 
experiences at MUNs, both as delegates and journalists.

We’re looking for a press team that is dedicated, persistent and innovative, a team 
willing to delve into the nitty-gritties of each agenda. The Fourth Estate of Step By 

Step's Intra-School MUN invites you to augment levels of debate and discussion, to 
find your voice and to build upon your art as budding journalists, photographers and 

cartoonists. 

Best Of Luck!

Manya Kapoor                      Naina Atri  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Devil in Disguise? 
Shruti Kumar questions whether the Uniform Civil Code tackles discrimination 

through yet more discrimination. 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Times of India 

As citizens of such a diverse country, we are constantly 
reminded by the government of how its every action elicits 
its attempts to protect our fundamental rights. It seems 
almost necessary to be perpetually ensured that each act 
made by our government is an endeavour to expunge every 
trace of discrimination, in order to ameliorate the fragility of 
our country’s socio-political temperament. 


In light of the government’s feverish affirmations of their 
enforcement of equality, their motives are being scrutinised. 
Thus, the debate of adopting and implementing a Uniform 
Civil Code (UCC) was rekindled in 2014 when the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) included the adoption of it in their 
election manifesto, a contention that has since proliferated.


The UCC is a proposal to replace personal laws based on 
the scriptures of each religious community with a common 
set governing every citizen. These personal laws broadly 
concern marriage, divorce, inheritance and adoption. 


The very doctrine of a UCC defies Article 25, which 
establishes Freedom of Religion as a Fundamental Right 
guaranteed to every citizen. However, by administering a 
specific set of rules for every community to follow, 
religious and cultural freedom is inhibited, infringing 
Fundamental Rights embodied in our Constitution.

Addit ional ly, a UCC would mean mean l imited 
representation of the religious views of minorities, such as 
the Moslems — therefore discriminating against them, 
which, of course, the government would loath to do. After 
all, discrimination has no place in the society our 
government strives to build for us. This begs the question - 
despite the discriminative nature of the Uniform Civil Code, 
why would the BJP advocate for its adoption? 


Many religious practices suppress women — such as 
inheritance laws, polygamy, and the Triple Talaq. So to 
garner more votes, the BJP announced the implementation 
of the Uniform Civil Code in their election manifesto, since 
it would help protect the rights of women. This would be 
especially effective as the Uniform Civil Code would most 
likely implement laws consistent with that of the Indian 
majority, Hindus, thus securing the political support of the 
Hindus and women.


“The UCC is a proposal to 
replace personal laws…with 

a common set governing 
every citizen”
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However, the Uniform Civil Code will not provide a 
rational solution for women's plight, as personal laws are 
not to blame for the repression of women. It is the 
mentality and common tradition within a religious 
community that has led to this repression, not religious 
laws as such. Hindu scriptures and laws state that 
woman have as much of a right to property as men. As a 
result, Moslems see the Uniform Civil Code as a means 
by which the government can discriminate against 
religious minorities under the guise of gender equality. 

Also, the Uniform Civil Code is not a guaranteed method for 
fostering equality, just as the Hindu Succession Act of 1956, 
which abolished women's inheritance of merely limited 
estate, hasn't led to an increment in women owning 
property. Despite the Amendment to reinforce this Act in 
2005, women in remote areas of India inherit no more 
property than they did decades ago. What is to say that the 
set of laws included in the the Uniform Civil Code will be 
implemented successfully? And as personal laws are 
distinguished from public law, aren’t all Fundamental Rights 
of all citizens already protected by the Constitution?

In conclusion, a Uniform Civil Code is not in favour of every individual's personal views and 
identities. In fact, it is almost certain that its implementation would strain the already existent unrest 

in our country's social fabric.

The Philosophy of Prisons

Imran Batra explores different dimensions of imprisonment.

Global Research 

Prison reforms have been a controversial topic since the dawn of the global 
age, with different countries following different philosophies, and getting 

different results. 
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Some countries, like Norway and Sweden, believe 
in the system of rehabilitation- attempting to 
enable prisoners to better themselves and become 
functioning members of society. This is generally 
fac i l i ta ted through good educat ion and 
occupational training provided in prison. It believes 
that prison should not serve as punishment, but as 
a sort of correctional facility.


Other countries prefer following the philosophy of 
punishment and retaliation, where prisons act as 
punitive deterrents to crime. Anyone who commits 
a crime must ‘suffer and pay’ for what they have 
done. This is the most widely followed ideology, 
with countries like the United States of America 
(USA) and Iraq adopting it. The central question at 
this committee of the United Nations Human 
Rights Council (UNHRC) is “Which system of 
imprisonment should countries follow?”


Statistics paint an eye-opening picture. Norway is 
widely reported to be the best in terms of 
recidivism (convicted criminals reoffending), with 
one of the lowest recidivism rates in the world at 
20%. The USA has one of the highest, at 76%. 
Norway's incarceration rate is just 75 per 100,000 
people, compared to 707 people for every 100,000 
people in the USA. Norway also has a relatively 
low level of crime compared to the USA, according 
to the Bureau of Diplomatic Security.


So what is the reason behind these numbers? How 
does Norway succeed in reintroducing criminals 
into society as functioning members, while in the 
USA, criminals to prisons are akin to moths to a 
flame? It is very likely that the answer lies in the 
living conditions of the prisoners.

Halden Prison in Norway is as enabling as 
possible. There are no bars on the windows, 
kitchens are fully equipped with sharp objects, 
and friendships between guards and in-mates 
are perfectly normal. For Norway, taking away 
one's freedom is punishment enough. Halden 
aims to prepare inmates for their lives outside 
the prison, with vocational programs like 
woodworking, assembly workshops, and even a 
recording studio.


Meanwhile, the infamous Florence ADX in the 
USA is home to over 400 inmates under 
maximum security, who live in shockingly 
inhumane conditions. There has been a class-
action lawsuit against the facility, where 
prisoners are often tortured, and have been 
known to attempt suicide with objects like 
sharpened chicken bones and shards of glass.


It is quite clear which ideology is more humane 
and has better results. The role of the UNHRC 
here is to recognise this, and encourage 
countries to implement an appropriate system. 
Nordic countries like Norway and Sweden, 
Middle-Eastern countr ies l ike Iraq and 
Afghanistan, as well as Western countries like 
the USA will play a key role in deciding the 
outcome of the committee. The countries must 
cooperate and reach a consensus, keeping in 
mind that pr isoners, too, have basic, 
fundamental rights as humans.  

“Which system of 
imprisonment should 

countries follow?”
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A series of recessions in the last decade and 
structural weaknesses in the European economy has 
resulted in an intensification of the Eurozone crisis, 
as several European nations are unable to repay 
their government debt. Now, with a series of political 
and economic reforms in Europe, the future of the 
economy looks even more uncertain. To address 
these reforms and stabilise the economy is the 
agenda of the World Economic Forum (WEF) at the 
SBS MUN.


With the occurrence of Brexit [a term given to the 
exit of United Kingdom (UK) from the European 
Union], many nations stand to lose, and the WEF 
has taken on the task of implementing policies and 
agreements to help better the global economy. 
However, this task may be much more daunting than 
it seems. Due to Brexit and upcoming elections in 
major European countries like France and Germany, 
wherein a strong performance by ‘eurosceptic’ 
parties is predicted, a moderate slowdown in the 
growth of the European economy is expected.


“Brexit, specifically, may 
cause negative effects on 
trade and investment both 
in the UK, and in countries 
directly influenced by UK 

Suryamya Pathak 

The Impact of European Political and Economic
Reforms on the Eurozone

Tanvi Jhunjhunwala elaborates on the implications of Brexit and the
role of the World Economic Forum

Brexit, specifically, may cause negative effects on 
trade and investment both in the UK, and in 
countries directly influenced by UK trade policies. 
Brexit resulted in a major depreciation of the 
Sterling, and high inflationary pressure in UK, with 
loss of household consumption and uncertainty in 
investment. This, along with UK losing its single-
market access (free movement of goods, capital, 
services and people within the European Union), is 
expected to cause a loss of 1.5 to 9.5% in the 
British GDP. One-tenth of EU exports are to the UK, 
whereas half of UK exports are to the EU. However, 
the imbalance in the trade relationship is such that 
the UK is an important source of demand for the rest 
of the EU, and consequently, negative ripple effects 
can be expected on the European and global 
economy. 
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Brexit is also expected to limit immigration, 
something that can have negative effects on the 
British economy. Immigration helps address 
problems of both an ageing population and skill 
shortages, and a limitation on this can take its toll 
on the UK economy. The countries most affected 
by changes in UK policies are the Netherlands, 
Ireland and Cyprus which share very strong trade, 
investment and financial links with the UK. 
Germany, Belgium and Sweden are also exposed to 
large impacts from Brexit, and hence we can 
expect the delegates of these countries to stay on 
their toes and draft careful agreements for their 
high-risk areas. 

Divorced From Ground Reality

The triple talaq is an antediluvian Islamic practice 
that has been the centre of conflict in the ongoing 
debate of the Uniform Civil Code in India. 


The word talaq itself means dismissal; cutting 
loose of all ties. According to Muslim laws, the 
husband need only say the word talaq three times 
consecutively and the marriage is considered to be 
dissolved. The word talaq symbolises freedom, but 
only from the ties of marriage. Legally, it implies 
that the marriage has reached its end. 


Vedika Himatsingka debates the very essence of the Dissolution of 
Muslim Marriages Act, 1939

However, the European economy can still recover 
and grow. With expectations of easy fiscal policy 
and fiscal support of demand, the European 
economy can bounce back and countries can work 
together to support themselves. On the other hand, 
the export, supply chain, investment and policy 
interests of many large corporates could be 
adversely affected. Therefore, with chances of the 
economy swinging both ways, we leave it up to the 
delegates of the World Economic Forum to make 
decisions to strengthen the world economy, and 
come up with brilliant solutions to the economic 
muddle in Europe.

Kashmir Monitor 

This practice has been known to exploit women’s 
rights since its very inception. Under Islamic law, 
once a marriage is consummated, a wife has no 
right to divorce her husband without his permission, 
even though she may be cast out at will by him, for 
any reason. 


Muslim women have been waging a battle against 
this injustice in the relatively liberal Islamic countries. 
The Islamic courts of conservative Muslim nations, 
however, continue to support this practice.  Men and 
women all over the world have categorically rejected 
the triple talaq resulting in Acts such as the 
Dissolution of Muslim Marriages Act, 1939. 
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This act of the Indian Constitution was introduced to
empower and enable Muslim women to seek divorce 
on their own terms. They can do so by either
approaching Islamic clerics or by going to court.

However, the Act deals with only a small fraction of 
Muslim personal law. It lacks clarity on objectives 
like the provision for custody of children, 
maintenance for the woman after divorce etc. 


Statistics have also shown that most Muslim women 
in India file for cases of dowry harassment instead of 
divorce out of fear of social embarrassment. Thus 
rendering the motive of the act as futile. 


The uniform standardisation of Muslim law and 
personal law reforms for women has not been 
achieved. Moreover, customary practices prevail 
over these legislations, which the Muslim 
Community has been following from ancient times. 

“Muslim women have been 
waging a battle against this 

injustice in the relatively liberal 
Islamic countries.”

Thus, there is a critical requirement to codify the 
Muslim law and consistent application of these 
laws to the entire Muslim community without 
discrimination.

The Need For Change
Taal Seth provides insights as to why prison reforms are desired

In the 17th century, when prisons were 
introduced, they were meant to be used for 
perpetrators waiting to be tried; not as places to 
hold convicts. Penalties used to be social 
harassment, chastisement, etc—not directly 
re la ted to impr isonment . Somet imes , 
perpetrators were held back because they faced 
financial problems and couldn’t survive in the 
city. However, by the 19th century, criminals 
started being imprisoned for the sole purpose of 
deterring crime. As time passed, the living 
conditions in the prisons worsened, and 
imprisonment became punishment. 


Danya Sethy Since then, many groups and individuals have come up to fight for the fundamental 
human rights of inmates and their quality of living. There have been demands to educate 
prisoners between the ages of sixteen and twenty four, to treat the mentally disabled 
ones in asylums and under specific conditions, to have an independent justice system for 
children and minors, etc.



The Fourth Estate 12 January 2017

INTRASBSMUN 2017 8

It has been noted that the increase in the length of 
sentences for inmates and the jailed affect not only 
them but caused a strain on their families. In many 
cases, this also causes financial problems in their 
families, which sometimes led to the withdrawal of 
their children from school, forcing them to begging 
and the like. The Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP), 
one of the biggest prison reform groups today, 
reckons that rehabilitation and education are 
prominent in the treatment of criminals. 


“As time passed…
imprisonment became 

punishment.”

Suffocating a convict’s basic rights is not the way to reduce crime. Many-a-times, it only ends 
up infuriating them further into committing worse offences to rebel. In the past century, the 
number of prisoners has grown sevenfold, and it refuses to show any positive changes. 
Almost all incarcerations around the world face the problem of overcrowding and congestion, 
and building more will barely help. What we desperately need is a way to deal with 
misdemeanour with a transformed, optimistic attitude.  
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